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By Representative Cooper

Beginning on page 1, after line 7, strike all material through
"Canada." on page 3, line 8 and insert the foll ow ng:

"WHEREAS, It is the understanding of the Legislature of the State
of Washington that the Province of British Colunbia is considering a
smal |l -scale trial to test an augnentation technique that involves the
rel ease of grizzly bears near our common border as one conponent of a
recovery plan designed to conserve the North Cascades grizzly bear
popul ati on, which has been recognized as threatened in both British
Col unbi a and Washi ngton; and

WHEREAS, It is the understanding of the Legislature of the State of
Washi ngton that the natural range of grizzly bears can be extensive, up
to three hundred square mles for femal es and five hundred square mles
for males (as reported in the brochure entitled "North Cascades Gizzly
Bear Qutreach Project,"” which was printed and published wth assi stance
fromthe followng contributors: The United States Fish and Wldlife
Service; the United States Forest Service; the National Park Service;
t he Washington State Departnent of Fish and WIldlife; the Interagency
Gizzly Bear Committee; the Northwest Ecosystem Alliance; and the
Defenders of Wldlife); and

VWHEREAS, The Legi sl ature of the State of Washi ngton recogni zes t hat
the | aws of Washi ngton, as determ ned by a 1995 Senate vote of 44 to 5
and a vote of the House of Representatives of 96 to 0, establishes the
prohibition on the transport, transplantation, i nportation, or
introduction of grizzly bears as the policy of the State of Washi ngton
(RCW 77.12.035); and

VWHEREAS, The | aws of the State of WAshington require the Washi ngton
State Fish and Wldlife Conm ssion to protect and encourage the natural
regeneration of native grizzly bear populations in suitable areas with
suitabl e habitat (RCW 77.12.035);

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that the
Province of British Colunbia refrain fromreleasing grizzly bears in
| ocati ons where the range of the rel eased bear is likely to extend into
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Washi ngton State, unless the best available scientific information
strongly indicates that the grizzly bear population in the North
Cascades region of British Colunmbia is wunlikely to recover if
popul ati on augnentation is not undertaken. |f the Province of British
Col unbi a determ nes that the rel ease of grizzly bears is necessary, the
Legislature of the State of Washington respectfully requests that
British Colunmbia mark all released grizzly bears, obtain DNA sanples
from all released grizzly bears for future identification, choose
specific release |ocations based on an optimal conbination of secure,
hi gh-quality habitat and a low risk of conflict with humans, not
release grizzly bears in a manner that would be expected to result in
the animals establishing hone ranges entirely in Wshington, and
coordinate all efforts with the relevant federal and state agencies in
Washi ngt on.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable Gordon Canpbell, Premer of the Province
of British Colunbia, Canada, the Honorable Joyce Miurray, M nister of
Land, Water and Air Protection, Province of British Colunbia, Canada,
and the Legislative Assenbly of British Colunbia, Canada."

EFFECT: Recogni zes that British Colunbia's grizzly bear
augnentation programis a conponent of a |arger recovery plan, renoves
| anguage i ndicating that U S.-based i nterest groups have encouraged t he
British Colunbia governnent, and asks the British Col unbi a governnent
to use the best available scientific information to determne if
popul ati on augnentation i s necessary.

~-- END ---



